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NAMASTE!

(Nah-mahs-teh) In a number of India’s many
languages (including Hindi), the word for hello,
greetings, good-bye, etc. Derivatives of this word
include namaskar, namaskara & namaskaram.
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The Amazing Mountains of India
One of my early and favorite memories of India occurred on my very first trip. I was riding with
Robert Hall. Bhaskar was driving us through the mountains east of Kurnool. When we spotted
a troop of small monkeys, Bhaskar stopped the car so we
could have a better look at them and take pictures. He cracked
his window, placed a banana so that that the banana was held
firmly by the stem when the window was closed.
That way the monkeys were only inches away when they came
for the banana, but there was no risk of our being bitten. Since
then, I have seen thousands of monkeys in India—and more in
the mountains than other places. This is one of many reasons
why mountains have always been very interesting to me.
Although it is easy to focus on
the population centers of India
(which are primarily at lower
elevations), geographically the
mountains of India dominate
the landscape. With over 80
mountain peaks in India that
are taller than Mount McKinley
in Alaska (the tallest mountain
in North America), a good
portion of India is at the “top of
the world”! This is primarily
due to the fact that about 15%
of India is in the Himalayan
Mountain ranges.
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Therefore, India has some of the highest mountain ranges as well as the most torturous
mountain roads in the world. Some of these roads were featured on the History channel’s
television series Ice Road Truckers: Deadliest Roads (Not for the faint-hearted). Regardless
of where one travels in India, there are usually mountains to be seen somewhere in the distance.
India is home to 7 major mountain ranges having peaks taller than 3,280 feet. Most of us probably
could only name the Himalayas, but the others have their own unique and beautiful characteristics.
The following is a discussion of each of the seven prominent mountain ranges of India.

1. THE HIMALAYAN RANGE
The highest mountain range of
India (and in the world) is the
Himalayan Mountains. Almost all
of the highest peaks in the world
fall within this range. It has more
than 100 peaks reaching to a
height of over than 23,500
feet. More than 30 peaks of the
Himalayas rise to heights of
above 25,000 feet. “Himalaya”
literally translates as "abode of
snow" (from ancient Sanskrit).
It is the most famous mountain
range of India. In addition, it is
also considered the youngest—and the longest—mountain range in India. By far the tallest
mountain in India is Kangchenjunga at 28,169 feet.
This mountain is the 3rd-tallest mountain in
the world and only 860 feet shorter than
the tallest, Mount Everest. At one time, K2
(the 2nd tallest mountain at 28,251 feet), was
also part of India (many borders changed
in the 20th century). The Himalayan
Mountain range separates India from the
rest of Asia and is the primary source of
the mighty rivers in India. These huge
mountains also play a vital role in helping
regulate the climate of northern India by
preventing cold air from entering the Indian
mainland in the winter season. Warmer
weather systems from the equatorial Indian
Ocean also stop going north when they
reach the Himalayas, and rebound back
through India.

The Tallest mountain in India, Mt. Kangchenjunga

We do not have much work in this region, mostly due to the much lower population and the
difficulty of travel here.
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2. KARAKORAM AND PIR PANJAL RANGE
The Karakoram Range and the Pir
Panjal Range lie to the northwest
and south of the Himalayan
Mountain range. A major part of
the Karakoram Range lies under
the disputed category of Indian
and Pakistan. Both countries
have declared area this to be
a part of their countries. The
Karakoram Range, with a length
of 310 miles, holds many of the
largest peaks on earth. The K2,
the second highest peak of the
world at 28,251 feet, lies in the Karakoram Range. The Hindu-Kush, an extension of the
Karakoram Range, runs into Afghanistan.
Karakoram has the most glaciers anywhere in the world (excluding the polar regions). The
Siachen Glacier and the Biafo Glacier, located in this range, are the world's 2nd and 3rd
largest glaciers. The Pir Panjal Range is located in a southern direction of the Himalayas,
beginning at the state of Himachal Pradesh in northern India and running northwest toward
Jammu & Kashmir, including the disputed areas in that state (the northern-most part of India).
This range is also known as the Lower Himalayas and is included in some maps as part of the
Himalayan range. Rivers like Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum flow through this range. I have never
been to this region personally, but I know Kyle Clayton has visited this area a few times.

Arial view of the Himalayas near the border of India and Nepal
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3. THE EASTERN MOUNTAIN (PURVANCHAL) RANGE
The Purvanchal Range is
considered by many as an
extension of Himalayas in
the eastern part of India,
although the range is not as
high as the Himalayas
proper. The Purvanchal
Range (or the Eastern
Mountain range) is made up
of 3 parts: The Patkai-Bum
Hills, the Garo-Khasi-Jaintia
Hills and Lushai Hills. (These
are some pretty big hills).
Mawsynram, in Meghalaya, is the wettest place on earth because of all these high hills. This
area lies in the Khasi Hills (pictured above). Some areas in this region average over 230 inches
of rain per year. This range covers all the northeastern states of India, which are commonly
known as the “Seven Sisters”.
Our teammates, Jerris and Juanita Bullard have done extensive work in this region. Also,
Jyothi Raju, that many of you know, married a girl from this region and lives and works there
now. This is a challenging region for work due to the hardships of travel. The extensive
mountains and jungles severely limit the quality and number of roads for obvious reasons.

4. THE SATPURA AND VINDHAYA RANGE
The Satpura and Vindhaya
ranges lies in central India and
both these ranges run parallel
to each other. Out of these 2,
the Satpura range is higher in
length and is the source of the
Narmada and Tapti rivers.
Both these ranges (Satpura
and Vindhaya) are mainly
situated in Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra states, with
some extension into the states
of Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and
Uttar Pradesh. The Kalumar
Peak (2,467 feet) and the
Duphgarh Peak (4,429 feet) are the highest points in the Vindhaya and Satpura ranges.
These ranges are famous for the large number of tourist spots like the Panchmarhi Hill Station,
Kanha National Park, Amarkantak and the Omkareshwar temple.
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We have extensive work in southern portions of this mountain range of India. Most of our team
members have been on many campaigns in cities and villages here. Jerris and Juanita Bullard
have probably made the most visits to this region. Personally, I have participated in perhaps a
dozen campaigns here. I think my favorite city here is Nagpur, which, loosely translated,
means “snake city”. Our many brethren there are always happy to see us and they always
request many more Gospel campaigns to help reach the people there.

5. THE ARAVALLI RANGE
The Aravalli Range is considered
by some to be the oldest mountain
range in the world. The width of
this range varies from 6 miles to
62 miles. In the local language,
Aravalli translates to “line of
peaks” and spans a total length of
about 500 miles. It has segments
covering portions of the Indian
states of Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat. It also extends to the
Union Territory (and capital of the
nation), New Delhi. The Aravalli
Range plays a very important role in Indian climate as it blocks winds that would carry rain to
reach Thar Desert. Guru Shikhar is the highest point of the Aravalli Range—5,652 feet.
This range is famous for many tourist attractions. Mount Abu is the only hill station in Rajasthan,
and is situated in this range. The city of Udaipur, which is also known as Venice of the East,
lies in the southern slopes of the Aravalli Mountains. It has been the site of many westernmade movies that featured India. The 3 rivers that flow through this range of mountains are
the Banas, Luni, and Sabarmat.
This is one of my favorite areas to visit. Over the last 9 years I have been part of 8 campaigns
in this borderland to the Thar Desert. It is a dry area, being near the desert. The temperatures
can run up to 110 and higher for parts of the year. My youngest son, Ronnie, and his friend,
Anthony Best, spent several days here with me on our most recent visit to India. We were
fortunate to be there during the rainy seasons when temperatures only in 90s (but the humidity
was really bad on a few days while we were there). In this region of northern India (and in the
neighboring Thar Desert) you can find more camels than any other place in the world.

The mountain views (particularly in South India) are as different as the mountains themselves.
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6. THE WESTERN GHATS
The Western Ghats are 1,000 mile long
mountain range that runs from Gujarat
to Kanyakumari in south India—which is
essentially the entire west coast of India.
This mountain range is also called the
"Sahyadri Mountains". It comprises the
mountain range of the Nilgiris, Anaimalai
and Cardomom. The Tapti River marks
its beginning in Gujarat and then it runs
parallel to the Arabian Sea crossing the
states of Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu. The Anaimalai Hills, with elevation of 9,727 feet in Kerala, is the highest
peak of this range. The Western Ghats is one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites and has
great bio-diversity. It is home for some 139 mammal species, 508 bird species, 179 amphibian
species and 250 reptile species. Famous tourist attractions include Jog Falls, Ooty, and
Bandipur National Park. The Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri are the major rivers in this range.
Near the middle of this range is the city and state of Goa. It is a favorite of many of our team
members. I know it was a favorite of my son, Ronnie, after we had a campaign there. This is
an old Portuguese outpost, and is quite different than many other places in India because of its
European history. Another thing that stands out in my mind are the many beautiful waterfalls I have
seen throughout this range. In fact, India has some of the most beautiful waterfalls in the world.

Kanyakumari Olakaruvi Falls in Tamil Nadu

Courtallam Falls near Tenkasi in Tamil Nadu

Sural Waterfall in Belgaum, Karnataka

The same spot during the rainy season & the dry season
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Nohkalikai falls in Maghalaya (one of the 7 Sisters States of India)

Jog Falls in Ooty, Karnataka

7. THE EASTERN GHATS
The Eastern Ghats is a mountain range
running in the eastern part of the Indian
Peninsula parallel to the Bay of Bengal.
This range is not continuous and is
lower in elevation when compared to the
Western Ghats and the other mountain
ranges of India. The range runs through
the Indian states of West Bengal, Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
Arma Konda, with an elevation of 5,511
feet is the highest peak of this region.
The Eastern Ghats have a significant role in Indian agriculture as 4 of the major rivers of
India—the Godavari, Mahanadi, Krishna and Kaver—all flow into the Bay of Bengal through
the Eastern Ghats. They create a large fertile region which is suitable for crops like rice.
These Ghats are thought to be older than
the Western Ghats. They have some very
important pilgrim sites like the Tirumala
Venkateshwara Temple in Andhra Pradesh.
Vishakhapatnam and Bhubaneswar are
important cities located in the Eastern Ghats
—both near the Bay of Bengal.
This region has many, many of our busiest
works in India. It was in this region were I
spent most of my first trip to India. On one
exciting night, I conducted 2 Gospel
meetings from which almost 80 souls were
baptized. A couple of days later it was in
this region, near Kurnool, where I had my
first monkey encounter.
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Our largest preacher-training school is found here, as well as some smaller schools and
mobile classes. Much of this region is closer to sea level between the mountains. The
mountain ranges or isolated peaks are always near, punctuating the vistas. With the lower
elevations there is also generally an increase in temperatures. This region is also very humid
much of the year, so it can be an uncomfortable place to work.

Jerry at an overlook near Kalsa Falls in Goa.

His younger son, Ronnie, on his 2nd trip to India.

India is a fascinating place in many ways. The mountain ranges that run throughout much of
the country add to its beauty—and give much variety to the 7th-largest nation in the world by
land area. And the 2nd largest by population. We simply must continue to preach the Gospel
to those who live in this vast land. Won’t you come over and help us?

—Jerry Edwards—

